Claims 



1. A method for identifying a Mycobacterium 
species comprising the steps of: 

a) contacting at least one immuno-cross reactive 
antigen component of a mycobacterial species with a sample of 
a body fluid of a human or animal individual; 

b) contacting at least one antibody, which is capable 
of reacting with a mycobacterial antigen, with said body 
fluid sample; 

c) detecting the presence of antigen-antibody 
complexes, and identifying the Mycobacterium species present 
in said body fluid sample. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the 
sample of a body fluid is chosen from the group consisting of 
serum, blood and excretion fluids, such as sputum, saliva, 
CSF (cerebrospinal fluid), or tear fluid, and solutions or 
preparations thereof. 

3 . A method according to any of the preceding 
claims, wherein the at least one immuno-cross -reactive 
antigen component is bound to a support. 

4 . A method according to any of the preceding 
claims, wherein the at least one antibody for a mycobacterial 
species is bound to a support. 

5 . A method according to any of the preceding 
claims, wherein steps a) and b) are performed simultaneously. 

6. A method according to claim 5, wherein the at 
least one immuno-cross -reactive antigen component and the at 
least one antibody for a mycobacterial species are bound to 
the same solid support, and wherein said antibody does not 
react with the at least one immuno-cross-reactive antigen 
component . 

7. A method according to claim 6, wherein the 
support is chosen from the group consisting of membranes, 
dip- sticks, filters, spheres, granules and microtiter plates. 
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antigen component, are bound, and means for detecting the 
presence of antigen- antibody complexes. 

16. A diagnostic kit according to claim 15, 
wherein the support is chosen from the group consisting of 
membranes, dip-sticks, filters, spheres, granules and 
microtiter plates. 



